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Jos XXIX. 12, 13. 


Becauſe 1 delivered the Pour that 
cried, and the Fatherleſs, and 
him that had none to help him. 


The Bleſſing of him that was rea- 
dy to pertſh came upon me: And 
I cauſed the Widows Heart to 


: 


Sing for Fey 


E ficred Writer of this 
Book, begins his Account of 
fe, with a Deſcription of 
his perſonal Character, and 
Condition of Life; He was 
a good Man, for he war per- 
ight, one that feared God, and 
eſcherwed Evil. And he was in great Cir- 
cumſtances in the World, for hit Subſtance 
was ſeven thouſand Sheep, and three thouſand 
Camels, and five hundred Lobe of Oxen, and 
froe hundred She-Aſſes, and a very great 
A2 Honſe- 


TT ma 


: [4]. 
Hauſbold. Perſons of ſuch a Fortune, are 
Capable of doing a great deal of good in the 
World, arid, 'tis certainly their Duty, for to 
whom much is given, of him much will be 
required : Job was a noble Pattern of this 
Kind, for He was Eyes to the Blind, and Feet 
tothe Lame, and a Father to the Poor, and the 
Cauſe which he knew not he ſearched out ; 
He employed his Authority and Influence 
in the World, in doing Juſtice to the Op- 
Yrefled, and laid hold of every Opportunity 
or the Relief of the Poor; the ſolemn Pro- 
teſtation with which he concludes hir Part of 
the Conference with his three Friends is very 
remarkable: If I have with-held the Poor 
from their Deſire, or have cauſed the Eyes of 
the Widow to fail: Or have eaten my Morſel 
my ſelf alone, and the Fatherleſs hath not eaten 
thereof : If bave ſeen any periſh for want of 
clothing, or any Poor without covering; if his 
Looins have not bleſſed me, and if he were not 
warmed with the Fleece of my Sheep; if! 
bave lift up my Hand againſt the Fatherleſs 
when he ſaw my Help in the Gate: Then let 
my Arm fall from my Shoulder, and mine Arm 
be broken from the Bone. — If I have made 
Gold my Hope, or have ſaid to the fine Gold, 
thou art my. Confidence. If I rejoyced besanſe 
my Wealth was great, and becauſe my Hand 
bad gotten much; this alſo were an Iniquity 


— — — 


* Chap. XXI. 16, 177 Cc. 


. 8. 
to be puniſhed by the Judge, for I ſhould ha de 
denied the God that is above. Now this 
Behaviour of Job, beſides the Satisfaction of 
his own Mind, procured him the reſpe& of 
all Ranks and Orders of Men ; for when the 


et young Men ſaw him going ithro* the City, 
be hey hid themſetves, and the Aged roſe and 
t; Wood up; yea, the Princes refrained talking, 
ce Wand laid their Hands upon their Mouth. 
p- And as for the Poor, - when the Ear beard 
ty in it bleſſed him, and when the Eye ſaw 
0- bim, it gave Witneſs to him: The Reaſon 
of Wof which He ; us in my Text, namely, 
ry Wbecauſe be delivered the Poor that cried, 
and the Fatherleſs, and him that had none to 
eh bim. 

ſel 

en W x may obſerve here, In the firſt Place, 
of Withe Objects of this good Man's Charity; 
bis chey were the Poor that cried, that is, thoſe 
10 ho cried for Deliverance from their Op- 
fIreſſors; Or, who cried for charitable Re- 
% ief under their Neceſſities. The Fatherleſs, 
let hat is, poor Orphans, who having loſt their 
1m Parents by Death, were expoſed to the 
de reateſt Hardſhips, as having none to help 


hem: And the Widow ; Widows are re- 
preſented in Holy Scripture, as deſolate and 
orſaken; and therefore, as Perſons of a ſor- 
owful Heart, and not without Reaſon, el- 
decially, if they are left in mean Circum- 
ances, and with a numerous Family of 

young 


[6] 
young Children: Theſe were the Perſqns 
that Job delivered. 27S © 

Wr may obſerve, Secondly, the happy Ef. 
fects of his Charity; the Bleſſing of him that 
was ready to periſh cam? upon me : He had 
ſaid before, (v. 11.) that when the Ear heaud 
him, it bleſſed him, and now He confeſſes, 
that their Bleſſing came upon him; he had 
the Benefit oftheir Prayers andT hankſgiving, 
which have a great Influence in the Court 
of Heaven, for the Lord bearcth the Cry if 
the Poor, and deſpiſæth not his Priſoners, And 
be cauſed the Widows Heart to Sing for Ji, 
A Mothers Affections are ſtrongly ſet upon 
the Wellfare of her Children, if they ſuffer, 
Want, She is oppreſt with Grief and Sor- 
row; but when Divine Providence appears 
in their Favour, The Sings for Joy. Fob had 
often obſerv'd this, and had the Pleaſure of 
being himſelf the happy Occaſion of it. 

Nov from the Example of this good 
Man; I ſhall take Occafion to ſhew, 


I. Wnar ate the moſt proper Methods 
of doing Good to poor Fatherleſs Children 
that are ready to periſh. And 


II. I ſhall recommend this Duty to you 
Practice, by ſome proper Motives ; where 
by the Advantages ariſing to the Public 
from our Charity - Schools will plaiolj 


appear, 


l 
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"WH 7. What ate the moſt proper Methods 
if. Wl of doing good to poor Fatherleſs Children 
at Wl that are ready to periſh ? I anſwer, tis no 


doubt an Act of Charity to give them pre- 
ſent Relief, for there are many poor Fami- 
lies in the out Parts of the Town, where 
the little Children are crying to their Mo- 
thers for the Bread which ſhe has not to 
give them, and tho every Pariſh is obliged 


of WÞy Law to provide for its Poor; yet fo 
nd {great is the Diſtreſs of the Widow and Fa- 
oy, rherleſs, or ſo wicked the Management of 

our Pariſh Officers, that were it not for 


the private Charity of fome good People, 
he City of London would be like Jeruſalem, 


at when the Children and Sucklings ſwooned in 
ad be Streets of the City, and ſaid to their Mo- 
ober, where is Com and Wine ; when they 


wooned as the wounded in the Streets of the 
ity, and their Soul was poured ont into their 
Mother's Boſom. * Now tho' preſent Relief 
n ſuch Caſes is abſolutely neceſſary, yet our 
harity will be more extenſive, and we 
hall do more Service to God, and our Coun- 
ry, if we can provide for the Education of 
oor Children; ſo far at leaſt, as tofit them 


| or ſome Trade, or Buſineſs, hereby they, 
E 
A ereaſter, and of becoming uſeful Members 


Lamenta. ii, 11, 12. 
CET 0 1 


=. 


of 


* 


[5 ] 
of the Common-wealth : This being the 
laudable Deſign of the Gentleman Mana- 
gers of the . Charity-School in this Neigh- 
bourhood, which has now ſubſiſted for + 
bout 35 Years, and has fince been imitatedby 
ſeveral Societies of Proteſtant Diſſenters, in 
other Parts of the City. I ſhall take the 
Liberty to lay before you, and the World, 
the Method ot Education, and the truly 
Chriſtian Prinqſlles that are propagated in 
them: Add 
Firſt, The Children are taught to read the 
Holy Scriptures. The Prieſts of the Romiſb 
Church, keep their People in Ignorance, 
by forbidding them to read the Scriptures, 
contrary to the Authority of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who commanded his Diſciples * to 
ſearch the Scriptures, and to the Example of 
the noble Bereans, who are commended 
by the Apoſtle, tor ſearching the Scripture: 
daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. f The M 4/ 
Iſraehtes under the ald Teſtament, were f f 
obliged to teach the Law to their Children; 7 
and the Apoſtle mentions it as the Advan- WW tc 
tage of his Son Timothy, that from a Child, I in 
he had known the Holy Scriptures ; tis thete- i th 
fore very ſtrange, that any that call them- 


lyes Chriſtians, ſhoulg take this Bgok, o 
2 SF Begg Ralf 2 God 


riſt 
77 N 
A 
1 


* John v. 39. 
Acts xvii. 11. 


1 

of the Popiſh Uſurpation! And tho by th 
late bleſſed Reformation in the Days 6. 
Queen Euzabeth, the Bible was put into the” 
Hands of the People, yet we find even ir- 
our Times, great Numbers ot the Poore 
ort of People not capable of reading it for 
want of an Education; which ſhould draw 
out our Compaſſion fo much the more, be- 
cauſe the Scriptures are the Fountain of fa» 
ving Knowledge: Ia them tue have Eternal 
Liſe, and, they are able to make us wiſe umto 
Salvation thro Faith which i, in Chriſt Jeſut. 
To be Ignorant of the Holy Scriptures, is 
to be in danger of periſning etetnally for 
lack of Knowledge; it muſt therefore be 
2 Pious and Chriſtian Deſign, to take theſe 
poor Children out of the broad Way of De- 
ſtruction, and acquaint them with their 
Bibles ni Fo: ono tn | r 
Secondly; They are inſtructed in the Aſem- 
bly's Catechiſm, which is an admirable Syſtem 
of the Doctrines and Duties of reveal d Roli- 
gion. In the Bible, the neceſſary Truths 
to be believed, lye ſcattered up and down 
in divers Places; but in our Catechiſms, 
they are put together and reduced to a fa 
miliar Method: The moſt abſtruce Points 
of Religion, are avoided, and thoſe which 
are neceflury to Faith and Practice, ate ex- 
plain d and prov'd out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the doing this by Queſtion and 
Anſwer, has a natural Tendeticy to fix it in 
the Memories of Children. I will not oy” 
B op 
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{ 10 ] 

your time in proving the Neceſſity, ot 
Ede of Catechizing Children, rr; hn 
ſatisfied that all who have enjoy'd this Blel- 
ſing themſelves in their Childhood, muſt be 
ſenlible of the Advantages of it, as long as 
they live, Train up a Child in the way be 
ſhould go, and when he is old, he will not de- 
= from it, It is therefore the more to be 
amented, that this Duty is fo much neglec- 
ted by Parents, by Maſters of Families, and 
others who are intruſted with the Education 
of Youth : © Ie very ſeldom happens, (ſays 
4 great Divine of the eſtablithed Church) 
< "That Children which have not been Ct 
<« techized, have any clear and competent 
Knowledge of the Principles of Religion, 
and for want of this, are incapable of te- 
<« ceiving any great Benefit by Sermons, 
* which ſuppoſe Perſons to be inſtructed in 
c ſome meaſure, before hand in the main 
* Principles of Religion u 
Nou the Children of this, and of all the 
Charity Schools amongſt Proteſtant Dil- 
{enters are carefully inſtructed once o 
twice a Week in the Aſſembly's Cate- 


chiſm, and are obliged to commit to Me- 


mory not only the Anſwers to every Quel- 
tion, but the {everal Paſlages of Scripture by 
7 _ they are proved out of the Word 


— 


—üä— 


—ͤ ä — —rrði 
A. Biſhop Ti Iotſe's Sernt. v. 1. p. 619. 
ir 


Thirdly, 


e 
Thirdly, They are obliged ta ke 
Sabbath Day. by giving a ate pas conſtant 
Attendant upon publich Worſſap. The ne- 
gle of this has been the Ruin of many Fa- 
milies, and is one great Occaſion of the Pro- 
phaneſs and Debauchery of the pretent Age: 
If Parents and Maſters of Families prophane 
the Lords Day by Idleneſs, by Recreations, 
or by putting a Contempt on publick Wor- 
ſhip, what Reafon have they to expect that 
their Children and Servants thould doe other- 
wiſe 2 and pray let it be conſidered, how. 
many miſerable Creatures that have come 
to an untimely End, have dated their Ruin 
trom the Neglect of their Parents or Go 
vernours, in allowing them to prophane the 
Sabbath Day, this has brought them into ill 
Company, and an habit of Drinking, tor the 
Support of which, they have been obliged 
to pilfer and ſteal from their Maſters, and fo. 
have been puſh'd forward from one Degree 
of Vice to another, till at laſt they have been 
lent intoBaniſhment or to the Gallows. The 
Children of the Poor are moſt expos d to 
theſe Temptations ; for being obliged to 
work for their Bread on the Week Days, 
they think they may lawfully turn the Sab- 
bath into a Day of Pleaſure and Recreati- 
on; hence.we fee fnch Multitudes of them 
in the Fields and publick Houſes, having no 
Fear of God before their Eyes, nor the leaſt 
Regard to publick Worſhip; now the Child- 
ren that are educated in o Charity Schools 
B 2 are 


Worſhip with their Parents or Maſters, not 
Ruin. 


the Laws of our Country againſt Vice and 


very Children of the Poor do no ſooner learn 


ful Reformation of the World muſt begin 


der Minds of Children, and thoſe Seeds are 


[ 139) 


are obliged toa Diligent Obſervation of the 
Lords Day by attending the Publick 


are they allowed to ramble into the Fields, 
or make Uſe of any unlawtul Recreations 
afterwards 5 by which means, they are 
kept out of ill Company and preſerv'd from 


- Fourthly, The Morals ef the Children are 
carefully inſpected ; the Corruption of Mo- 
rals among the common People, has been 
a Juſt Subject of Complaint for a long time; 


Prophaneſs, and the laudable!Endeavours of 
the Societies for the Reformation of Man- 
ners to put them .in Execution, have been 
attended with very little Succeſs ; for tis 
impoſſible to walk the Streets withour hear- 
ing the moſt execrable Oaths and Curſes from 
the Mouths of the Common People, nay the 


to ſpeak, than they learn to ſwear; nor will 
it ever be otherwiſe as long as the Fountains 
from whence theſe Diſorders flow are ne- 
glected, I mean the Religious Education of 
Children. © There are ſeveral Ways of re- 
« forming Men, by the Laws of the Ma- 
& giſtrate, and by the publick Preaching ot 
* Miniſters, but the moſt likely and hope- 


«* with Children. It the Generous Seeds 
of Religion and Virtue are ſown in the ten- 


cub 


[3] 


e Wl cultivated by' a careful Inſpection of their 
k Behaviour, the next Generation may ſee the 
* happy Fruits of it, but it the Ground be not | 
s, Wl planted with ſomething that is good, it will 
ns WY bring forth nothing but Briars and Thorns: 
re (hoſe Nurſeries of Youth therefore deſerve 


T Encouragement where the firſt Appearances 
of Vice, ſuch as, Lying, Cheating, Slothful- 
neſs, and taking Gods Name in-vain, are 
effectually punith't ; and the contrary Vir- 


en tues of Diligence, Honeſty, and Univerſal 
e; N Goodneſs are countenanc'd and recommend- 
nd Ned; which is the Religious Endeavours of 
of the Managers of the ſeveral Charity-Schools 


mongſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

Fitthly, They are taught to write and Cy- 
pher ſo far as to qualify them for an honeſt 
rade, whereby they may get their Livelyhood 
in the I'Vorld hereafter, and become ſervicea- 
le to their Country. Our Deſign is not to 
advance theſe Children above the Neceſſity 
of hard Labour, or a Service, nor are we in 
ircumſtances to do it, but barely to qualify 


ne- hem for ſuch Employments: How many 
1'ot Vnduſtrious People have we ſeen lye out of 
re · WPulinels for want of a little Education, and 
Via” Weis very much owing to the ſame Neglect 
got hat we have ſo many Vagabonds, Thieve 
zpe- nd Beggars, ſtrolling about Streets; for 
egin ben Perſons contract an Habit of Idleneſs 
eeds Vn their Childhood, they ſeldom get rid of 
ten- ¶ t when they come to be Men and Women it 
; are Ws therefore of great Conſequence to the Pub- 
_— . 1 lick 
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ck, that the Vouth of the Kingdom fhould be 
employ'd; tis with this View that'we take 
them into our Schools, and when they are fit 
for Buſineſs endeavour to place them outin- 
toSover Families, where they may bekept to 
Buſineſs, and where the Seeds of Knowledge, 
and Goodneſs that have been ſown in their if 
tender Minds may be preſerved and culti- 
vated. | 

I. might add to all this, that as the Ps. 
teſtant Diſſenters are known to be Tealouſſy 
affected to his Majeſty King Geovge, and to 
the Succeſſion in his Royal Houſe, they ate 
careful to infufe into the Minds of their 
Youth, Principles of Loyalty and Fidelity 
to the beſt of Kings, and of Obedience to 
the Laws of their Country; and at the ſame 
time, to give them a Juſt abhorence of bo- 
pery and Arbitary Power. But I ſhall now 


1 
proceed, t 
25 f 
0 


I. T o recommend this Method of doing 
good to the Children of the Poor to you 
Encouragement and Aſſiſtance. 

_ Yov all allow. it to be a good Work but 
a Charity of fo large and extenfivea Nature 
cannot be ſupported by a few Hands; ſome 
of you, it may be, can but juſt maintain and 
_ educate your own Children, but moſt of you 
are in Circumſtances of doing good to o- 
thers; now to you 1 am an Advocate on the 
Behalf of theſe Children, whoſe Poverty is 
not the Effect of their own , 
e* . | | 


! 
Jloth, but of the Sovereign Diſpenſation of 
Divine Providence which caſts down one, 
and railes another and - appoints the 
Bounds of their Habitations. There are 
a fort of Sturdy Beggars about the Streets 
that deſerve no Compaſhon, but theſe 
young Children are free from their Vices, 
and if you are fo kind as to aſſiſt them 
in their Education, may be the growing 
Hopes of Poſterity; Ile endeavour there- 


ally Wl fore to draw out your Liberality to them 
to Bf by the following Motives. | 

ate Motive 1, Cons1DER in the firſt 
neir place *tis for the Honour of God. For have 
lity i ye not read * out of the Mouth of Babes and 
to klingt thou haft perfected Praiſe, Our 
me Saviour took Notice of the Children in the 
Po- Temple that cryed Hoſanna to the Son of 


David and no doubt he has ſtill a very 
tender regard for the Praiſes that are offer'd 
up to him from the Mouths of Children ; 
'tis an agreeable Sight to ſee the Hearts of 
young Children touch't with a Senſe of their 
Duty to God; to ſee them begin to pray, 
and {ing the Praiſes of God with Under- 
anding ; As a tender Parent, muſt be pleaſ- 
2d with the early Duty and Affection of his 
hild, ſo God loves them that love him, and 


yon bey that ſeek him early ſhall find him, Here- 
0 2 dy he is glorifyed ; for as the Name of God 
1 ob Nan 12 5 


* Matt, xx, 5. 


[16] 
is diſhonoured by the Blaſphemy and Cut. 
ſing of little Children, fo the Perfections of 
his Nature may be exalted and magnifyed 
before Men and Angels by their Innocent 
Praiſes, for this Reaſon among others the 
Apoſtle * rejoyced greatly to ſee the Children 
of the Elect Lady walking in ibe Huth; aud 
if it be for the Honour of God, where Religj- 
on is propagated down to the Poſterity of 
good People, it muſt be more for his Hon- 
our when it ſpreads among the Poor, and 

the Children of thoſe who would otherwile 
be of the Synagogue of Satan are found 
walking in the truth. FS * 234 

Motive 2d, Cons1Dt RK again that Ga 
himjelf has expreſs'd a particular regard to pom 
Chilaren ; by allowing himſelf to be called 
their Father; a Father of the Fatherleſs, and 
a Fudge of the Widow, is God in his Hal 
Habitation , by promiſing to plead; their 
Cauſe, and do Juſtice upon their Opprel- 
ſors; and by making particular Laws in their 
Favour. When the Iſraelites were carrying 
in their Corn, if they happen'd to leave 4 
Sheaf in the Field ||, they were not to go but 
and fetch it, but leave it for the Widow an 
Fat herleſt; beſides which, they were oblige 
to give all the Tithes of their Increaſe evelf 


* 
— 


— 


* 2 Epiſt. John 4. 
| t Pſal. Irvin. Goo 
Deut. xxiv. 19 


7. tat 


i 7 RP 
third Vear to the ſame Objects. In like, 
Manner when our Bleſſed Saviour was on. 
zarth, He took particular Notice of poor 
hildren, for his whole Converſation was 
among the Poor, to them he preach d, and 
amongſt them he did moſt of his mighty 
Vorks, and ſuch was his infinite Condeſcen- 
jon, that he expreſs d a particular Regard 
or their Children : For when the Diſciples 
ebuked thoſe that brought them to him, 
e was much 57 pleaſed, and ſaid unto them, 
Suffer little Children to come to me, and forbid 
hem not, for of ſuch 1s the Kingdom of God. 
ind he took them up in his Arms, put his. 
andi upon them and bleſſed them f. Now i 
hriſt was ſo merciful to poor Children, 
dught we not to imitate him: We are com- 
1anded to imitate God the Father in being 
nercitul as he is; and tis no leſs our Duty 
o imitate God the Son, who is a mercitul 
s well as a Faithful High Prieſt; indeed the 
ery Life and Power of Religion lies here; 
or the Chriſtian Religion does not conſiſt 
nly in believing a certain Set of Doctrines, 
ut in the practical Exerciſe of thoſe Gra- 
es and Duties, that are recommended iri 
ur Bibles; the Apoſtle therefore ſums u 
e whole of practical Religion in this“; 
Pure Religion, and undefiled before God, aud 
be Father, is this, to viſit the Fatherleſs, and 


nnn ES. T 
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i Mark. z. 13, 14. 16, James i: 27, 


i. 
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Widows in their Affliftion, that is to comfort 
them and give them our beſt Advice and 
Aſſiſtance ; this is a God-like Temper, and 
will not fail of a Reward at laſt. 
Motive 4th, Confider further the deplora- 
ble Circumſtaries of theſe poor Children, why 


are in danger of periſhing both Soul and Body; 
for they are Born with the ſame vicious Ha. 
bits, and corrupt Inclinations with our ſelves, 
and are by Nature Children of Wrath even 


as others. Theſe they derive from their P 


rents, and unleſs they are rooted out by the 
Bleſſing of God upon a good Education, 
they will produce all kinds of Viee and 
Wickednels in this Life, and eternal Miſery 


in the Life to come: For Luft when it bu 


conceived bringeth forth Sin, and Sin ben i 
is fiuiſbed, brings forth Death. How ſeldom 
do we heat of the Converſion of an old 
Offender ? Nothing but a Miracle of di 
3 bo "up ono 6 — gon 
pian change his Shin or the Leopard his Spot! 
ao more can they that are accuſiomed Fa” 
Evil learn to do well. Cuſtom is a fort of ſe 
cond Nature and bears a vaſt ſway in all b 
marie Actions: Men do thoſe Things wit 
eaſe that they have been long accuſtomed 
to; but the breaking off an ofd Cuſtom, il 
attended with the greateſt Difficulty : Whi 
then muſt become of the Souls of theſe 
Children, if they are ſuffered to grow u 
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with a Cuſtom of doing Evil without Re- 
ſtraint, and Inſtruction to the contrary: Will 
not the Devil ſo his Tares whilſt we are 
aſleep, and will not thoſe Tares hinder the 
Succeſs of future Inſtruction, or at leaſt ren- 
der it very doubtful and precarious? + , 
The like may be ſaid as to their worldly 
Circumſtances, theſe poor Orphans will be 
loſt as to this World, as well as the next, 
without your Charitable Aſſiſtance; for they 
have none to help them, ſome of them are caſt 
entirely upon Providence, and the Parents of 
others are in ſuch mean Circumſtances, that 
they can hardly give them Bread, much deſs 
an Education that may fit them for Buſineſs, 


If they are wholly negle&ed in their Child- 


hood, they will hereafter become a Burden 
y: If you furnith 
them with Cloaths and a little preſent Mo- 


ney, theſe will quickly be conſumed:; hut 
It — give them Learning, and put them to 
A ' 


rade, You give them a laſting Inheri- 
tance *; for Unaerſianding is a well:ſpring of 


Life to him that hath it, tis a Treafare that 


can never be taken/from them, and there- 
fore this muſt be the beſt way of ſhewing 
Compaſſion to the Children of -the:Poor, 

Motive 5th.' You will cauſe the:Widow!'s 


Heart to ſing for 'Foy, A Widow is. à very 
mournful Character; ſhe is deſolate and for- 


laken; ſhe ſets im Silence, and is full of Sor- 


* Proyerbs 16. 22. 
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row, being neglected by her former Friend 
and expos d to the Oppreſſions of cruel and 
unreaſonable Men“: She-weepeth ſore inthe 
Night, and her Tears are on her Cheeks : A. 
mong, all her Lovers ſhe hath none to comfort 
her, all Friends have dealt treacheronſly with 
ber, they are become her Enemies. But it muſt 
add very much to her Affliction, it ſhe be 
left in narrow Circumſtances, and with z 
numerous Family of Children; To looſe the 
Head of a Family, and with him all - their 
Maintenance, is enough to make the Eye 
of the Widow to fail? God has therefore 
promiſed to he her Protector, a Father of the 
Fatherleſs, and a Judge of the Widow i 
God in his Holy Habitation; He -command- 
ed the Magiſtrates under the old Teſtament 
to plead their Cauſe; and the A poſtles in 
the New Teſtament, order'd them to be 
taken care of in the daily. Miniſtrations; 
but notwithſtanding this, the State of Wi 
dow.-hood is uſually very uncomfortable, 
the Cares and Tears, the Griefs and Bur- Wc: 
dens are inexprefſible ! ſome of you are 4. 
quainted with the Bowels of a tender Mott 
ther to young Children, how ſolicitqus ſu ci 
is for their Welfare, if they are in want, be c 
Heart is pierced thro with Sorrows : But iP. 
God by bis Providence raiſes up Friends u be 
aſſiſt her in their Education, and place then | 
out in the World ſhe is fill d with Sqtisfa& iN li 


$ Lamenta, 1, 1, 2. 
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FE 

on, and ſings for joy; and methinks we 

ſhould all take part in the Pleaſure, and be 

ambitious to promote it. a 
Motive 6th, Love to our Country, for theſe 

Children are brought up for the Publick, and 

if they live to be Men will be either a Pub- 


lick Bleſſing or Miſchiet to the Age: The 


be ¶ ſureſt Foundation of the Publick Welfare is 
laid in the good Education of Children: The 
the Ancients were ſo ſenſible of this, that they 
ir WM committed this Care to the Magiſtrates more 
ye BW than to Parents; One may give a Gueſs at 
ore i the future Proſperity of a Nation by the Spi- 
the Writ and Temper of the riſing Generation; 
it Atheiſm and Irreligion be countenanced, 


or if our Youth be univerſally. tainted with 
Prophaneſs and all kinds of Debauchery, 
we are then ripening apace for Ruin ; but 
if Care be taken of the Education of Poor 
Children, to-teach them the Fear of God, 
and to keep them from Idleneſs, and Evil 
Company, the Generations to come will 
call us bleſſed, for good Children are the 


ac- Hopes of Poſterity, and we cannot leave 
Ho the World a better Legacy than a well diſ- 
the Bl ciplined Offspring, for this is the beſt Se- 
be BY curity, that Religion will be propagated to 
t 1 Poſterity, and that the Children that are to 
se be born ſhall fear the Lord. "64: "of 
em I Conxtss if the Children of the Pub- 
i: lick be brought up in Bigotry, and uncha- 


ritableneſs, or in a furious Zeal, againſt all 
ſuch as differ from the Eſtabliſh'd Forms of 
3 Wor- 
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Worſhip; if they are allowed to deſpiſe pr 
teſtant Diſſenters of any ſort, and to inſul 
them in the Streets; It they are taught ce 
tain Doctrines that are inconſiſtent with ou 
Civil Conſtitution, and are bred up in the Ia 
lief that theFavour of God, and Salvation at 
confin'd within the Limits of their oon Chu 
then they may in time become danger 
to the State; an Example of which we hae 
had within the Compaſs of our own Memo. 
fies, when the falſe Cry of the ChurchesDan. 
ger, raiſed ſuch a Seditious Rabble, inthis C 
y,as not only pull'd down our Meeting Hoi 
ſes, but aw'd both Houſes of Parliament, and 
threatned the Diſſolution of the Govem 
ment it ſelf: it is therefore worthy the Ne 
'tice of our Superiours both in Church and 
State to take particular Care that Childre 
that are educated at the Publick Expenc: 
may have ſuch Tutors and Governours pl. 
ced over them, as will ſet them Example 
of true Devotion and Piety, and togetbe 
with the Fundamental Doctrines of reveal 
Religion, will infuſe into their tender mini 
Principles of Loyalty and Affection to "th 
beſt of Kings, and Univerſal Love, and Re: 
pect to all Mankind. And 1 do in an 
pecial Manner recommend this Duty to 500 
and to the Managers of all the Char 
Schools among Proteſtant Diſſentert; thut 
vhen tis to be feared there are many Sem. 
naries of Diſaffection to his Majeſtie's Petlo1 
and Government among us, our ee 
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5 ze Nurſeries of Religion and Loyalty, and all 
or Youths * may Honour all Men; Love the 
Brotherhood ; Fear God, and Honour the King. 
'N Motive 7th, The many Deliverances theſe 
 BK1gdoms have had from Paper and Arbitra- 


Power. Some of you remember the 
hazardous Circumſtances of the Nation, be- 
fore the late Glorious Revolution, when we 
ere under the Government of 'aPopiſh King 
influenced by French Councils; but we may 
All call to Mind the deplorable Cris of 
pur Affairs, when the Proteſtant Suceſſion 
ook place, and his preſent Majeſty was ad- 
anced to the Throne of his Anceſtors ; the 
Vucen had given us Peace, but it was ſuch 
an one as = up in a manner all the 
Numerous Conqueſts of a long and expen- 
five War; but tho' we had Peace abroad, 
we were full of Factions and Diviſions among 
our ſelves; ſome that were then at the Head 
of Aﬀairs had a direct View to a Popiſh Pre- 
tender, and to pave the Way for him, pre- 
judiced the Common People againſt the 
Houſe of Hanover, and corrupted their Minds 
with Popiſh Principles, and unintelligible 
Notions of, Hereditary and Indefeaſible Right: 
The Proteſtant Diſſenters whoſe inflexible 
Leal for that Hlaſtriour Houſe was notori- 
ous over the whole Nation, were ſeverely 
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handled ; In one Seſſions of Parliament they 
were deprived of all Places of Profit and 
Truſt ; in another they were abridg'd in 
the Education of their own Children; and a 
Deſign was formed againſt the next Elec- 
tion to deprive them of the Priviledges of 
Engliſhmen, by taking-away their Right of 
Voting for Reprelentatives in Parliament, 
In a Word, Religion and Property were. in 
the utmoſt Danger; the Hearts of all con- 
ſiderate Perſons being ready to fail for fear 
of what was coming upon them, when it 
pleaſed God to diſappoint the Hopes of our 
Eneniies, and unravel their Deſigns, by giy- 
ing his preſent Majeſty a Peaceable Acceflion 
to the Throne; concerning which wonderful 
and Surprizing Providence, we may ſay as the 
Church when it was delivered out of Baby- 
lon ; * When the Lord turn'd again the Cap: 
tivity of Lion we-were like them that dream 
then was our Mouth filled with Laughter, and 
our Tongue with Singing; then ſaid they a. 
mong the Heathen the Lord has done great Mo. 
things for them ; the Lord has done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad, I ſpeak 
theſe things in the Ears of theſe Children, 
that they may remember hereafter, that 
tis to this happy Providence, they owe 
their Religion, their Civil Liberties, and al 
that is dear to them as Men and Chriſtians |W-- 


— 
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Nay 
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rey WY Nay Ile venture to add, that tis owing to 
ind this Bleſſing, that the Proteſtant Religion 
in makes any Figure in the World at this 
da Day. If the Pretender had got Poſſeſſion 
ec: of the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, theſe 
poor Children muſt have parted with their 


Bibles, and been bred up in Idolatry and 
Superſtition, and the Condition of the poor 
Proteſtants in the Palatinate muſt in a 

little time have been Ours ; for Popery 
admits of no Rival where the civil Powers 
are on its fide. Is it not then amazin 
that among a Proteſtant People in full Poſs 
ſeſſion of all their Religious and civil Rights, 
there ſhould be ſuch Numbers of Perſons 
ready to violate the moſt Sacred Oaths, 
and put their Religion and Property .into 
the utmoſt Danger, for a Thing of nought ! 


by- 

5 Let us bleſs God who from time to time has 
1], {diſcovered their Deſigns; And as IJ hope we 
are All reſolved to Sacrifice every thing that 
i dear to us for the Proteſtant Religion and 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; let us 
elend our Aſſiſtance to the Educating theſe 
ak poor Children in the ſame Principles, that 


the Bleſſings we enjoy, may be conveyed 
ately down to Poſterity. . 
Motive 8th. God himſelf will not be un-. 
righteous to forget your VV/ork of Faith and 
Labour of Love. He will not forget it in 
this Life, but will Crown your Induſtry 
withgreater Succels : For, there is that ſcat- 
tereth, and yet increaſeth, and there is that 
D | with; 


— ; 
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withddeth more than is meet, but it tendeth ti 
Poveny ; Charitable Perſons are fo fat 
from being Loſers, 'by their kindneſs to the 
Poor, that I may appeal to common Obſer. 
vation, whether they are not moſt ſucceſs. 
ful in the World; Honour the Lord with th 
Smbſtance, and with the firſt Fruits of thin 
Increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled will 

. Plenty, and thy 4 ſhall burſt out will 
new Mine. The bountifull Eye (ſays So 
lomon) ſhall be bleſſed ; and he that giwethu 
the Poor fhall not lack]; but whether they 
have more or leſs of the World, the Favou 
of God will attend them in all Condition 
of Life ; the Lord twill deliver them in tint 


of Trouble; the Lord will preſerve and len. 
them alive, and they ſhall be bleſſed on i 
Earth, He will not deliver them unto 1c 
rh 13 — Lord 4 
ſtrengtben them ten their Be Ut 
— and will —— all their A4 15 n 
Sickneſs h. And then farther; God will e 
member it to your Advantage, in the Day C 
of Judgment, when, it may be, fome d l. 
theſe Widows and Fatherleſs Children, maja 
ſtand forth and lay, © We were u tt 
c hungred and ye caveus Meat, we were 
«© thirſty and ye gave us Drink, we wen - 
| Run | R 
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* Prov. iii. 9. 10. | | 


« Naked, 


Prov. xxii. 9. xxviii., and 27. 


| Pſalm, xli. I, 2z 3. 
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“Naked, and ye cloathed us, Sick and ye 
cc yifited us; and not only ſo, but by —__ 

« ing us out of the Jaws of the Devil, and 
« giving us a ſober. Education, ye have ſa- 


cel. C ved a Soul from Death, and covered a 
bh multitude of Sins”, How acceptable muſt 
thin this be to God, and how glorious to our 


ſelves, when we ſhall hear the King ſay to 
us, in the Face of the whole World; in as 


„vnc as ye did it to one of the leaſt of theſe poor 
th Children, ye did it to me: Come therefore 
they e Bleſſed of my Father, and inherit the King- 
vou dow prepared for you from the Foundation of 


the VVorld ©. » 11747 i 15 
Motive 9th, to conclude all, the Bleſſing 
of him that is ready to periſh, will come upon 
your Poſterity. Many of you have Child- 
dren of your own, who may poſlibly here- 


wi after, ſtand in need of the Aſſiſtance of o- 
chers, as much as theſe poor Children do 
now of yours, for the Diſpenſations of divine 


Providence are unſearchable: Here are ſome 


Di Children preſent, whoſe Parents thought as 
a little of their being bred up by Charity, as 
ny any of you can do, of your own, but ſuch is 


the Will of Godwho does whatſoever he plea- 
ſeth in the Armies of Heaven, and among the 
Inhabitants of the Earth; let us be thankfull 
that we and ours are not yet reduced to this 
Neceſſity, and as we deſire that God would 
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* the Hearts of good People to aſſiſt them 
if ever it ſhould be their Caſe. Let us now 
do to them as we would have them do to 
Ours. But I'l venture to ſay, the beſt way ol 
porous our Poſterity from Poverty and 
Want, is for us to be charitable to others, 
whilſt it is in our Power, for this will ſecure 
the Bleſſing of God to our Children, as the 
Pſalmiſt obſerves : I have been Young and 
am now Old, yet have I not ſeen the Righteous 
forſaken, nor his Seed begging Bread; Neis eve 
merciful and lendeth, and his Seed is bleſſed, 
And beſides, the Bleſſing of them that are 
ready to periſh will come upon us, we ſhall 
have the Benefit of the Prayers of the Wi- 
dow and Fatherleſs ; and as God has promi- 
ſed to hear the cry of the Poor againſt their 
Oppreſſors, we may be ſure he will heat 
them when they are praying for a Bleſſing on 
their Benefactors. J — you therefore at 
the Elect of God, Hol and beloved, put on 
Botwels of Mercy and kindneſs to theſe Father 
leſs Children that have none to help them ; and 
may he that miniſtreth Seed to the Sower, 
increaſe the Fruits of your Righteoulſnels 
here, and be your Recompence and Reward 
Woa‚o nee 1 th: 2 5 ; 
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The State of the Charity 
School in Gravel Lane 
Southwark, December 25th 
1722. 
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„HE Foundation of this School 
* ar: was in the Tear 1687. The 


* 
ur 0 - Number of Scholars at firſt wa 
6 =? 40. afterwards increaſed to 50. 
SZCRS ind now to above 100, They are 
taught to Read, write and Cypher ; and are al- 
o inſtructed in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm. 


It may be ſaid to be the firſt School the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned in. 


Here, Objects are received without Diſtinction 
if Parties ; the GeneralGood being intended. It 
Situated in the pooreſt Part about the 
ity, and the Children of the pooreſt ſort of Wa- 
er-men, Fiſher-men, &c. are here taught with- 
ut any Expente to their Parents. 


The 


300 
The Charge has been defrayed by the Cha- 
rity and Subſcriptions of Private Perſons, to- 
gether with an Annual Collection on New-years 
Day at the" School, and one in the City. | 


The Manager, have been enabled = 
the Children Bibles, Teſtaments, and Cate- 
chiſms, and to place ſome out Apprentices to 
Trades; and hope by the Continuance of 
good Peoples Liberality to make it an en. 
tire Charity. 
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BOOKS printed for Jonx CLARK; 
at the Bible and Crown, in the 
Poultry. 2 


H E Hiſtory of New England; be- 
ing an impartial Account of the. Ci- 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs of the Country, 
with a new accurate Map thereot: To 
which is added, an Appendix, containing 
their preſent Charter, their Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline, and their Municipal Laws: By 
the Reverend Mr. DANIEL Near. In two 
Volumes, 8 uv. 

II. Horæ Lyricæ, Poems chiefly of the 
Lyric Kind, in three Books. Sacred. 1. To 
Devotion and Piety. 2. Jo Vertue, Ho- 
nour and Friendſhip. 3. Io the Memory 
of the Dead: By the Reverend Mr. J SAA 
Warrs. The Fourth Edition, correct- 
nne | 

III. A Treatiſe. upon the Swall-Pox, in 
wo Parts. Containing 1. An Account of 
he Nature and Several Kinds of that Diſeaſe, 

ith the proper Methods of Cure. 2. A 
Difſertation upon the modern Practice of In- 
dculation, By Sir RIcHARD BLACkMORE, 
Knight. Price 1.5. 6 4. 
IV. Inquiries concerning the State and 
economy of the Angelical Worlds. By 
he Reverend Mr. Jonx RETNOIL DS. 8 vo. : 
V. 
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BOOKS printed for JohN CLARx, God 
V. A Collection of the Promiſes of Scrig 
ture, under their proper Heads. In tw 
Parts. With an Introduction, containin 
Obſervations upon the Excellency and Ul 
of the Promiſes, and Directions for the right 
Application of them. By the Reverend 
Mr. SAMUEL CLARKE. 12/70. I 
VI. Plain Reaſons for Diſſenting from the 
Communion of the Church of England! 
and the molt conſiderable Objections, brought 
by Churchmen againſt the Diſſenters, Ans 
iwered. The Fourteenth Edition. Price 


44. or 3 5. 6 d. a Dozen. " 
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A Compleat Body of Practical Divinity 
being a new Improvement of the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm : Wherein the Truths and Duties 
of Chriſtianity are applied to the Conſcience 
in a moſt ſerious and pathetick Manners 
Written with a Deſign to revive dying Ne 
ligion, in the Family and Cloſet, the Churdl 
and the World: By the late Reveretid 
Tromas Door rrrrg, M. A. To which will 
be prefix d ſome Memoirs of the Author 
Lite; with his ſolemn Form of covenanti 
with God. Polio. | 

N. B. The Propoſ: "of printing this Mai 
with a Specimen thereof, and the Reconnmem 
dation by ſeveral London Miniſters, may A 
had gratis of the Undertakers, Jonx al 
BARHAM CLARK, in the Poultry, 1 
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